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Servius from skive mothers is a later inversion of the facts,
and that what really happened was that some of the old
Latin kings were begotten by slave fathers on royal princesses
at the festival of the Saturnalia. The disappearance of
female kinship would suffice to account for the warping of the
tradition. All that was distinctly remembered would be that
some of the kings had had a slave for one of their parents ;
and people living under a system of paternal descent would
naturally conclude that the slave parent of a king could only
be the mother, since according to their ideas no son of a
slave father could be of royal blood and sit on the throne.1

Again, if I am right in supposing that in very early The violent
times  the  old   Latin   kings  personated   a   god  and   were ^ods of **"
regularly  put to  death  in  that  character, we   can   better kings,
understand the mysterious or violent ends to which so many
of them are said  to have come.    Too much stress should
not, however, be laid on such legends, for in a turbulent state
of society kings, like commoners, are  apt to be   knocked
on the   head for much   sounder reasons than a claim to
divinity.    Still, it is worth while to note that Romulus is said Death of
to   have  vanished   mysteriously   like Aeneas,   or to have^^15
been cut to pieces by the patricians whom he had offended,2 seventh of
and that the seventh of July, the day on which he perished, ^J^e
was a festival which bore some resemblance to the Saturnalia. Ca$ro-
For  on  that  day the  female slaves were allowed to take fe^/* *

certain remarkable liberties. They dressed up as free women resembling
in the attire of matrons and maids, and in this guise they
went forth from the city, scoffed and jeered at all whom
they met, and engaged among themselves in a fight, striking
and throwing stones at each other. Moreover, they feasted
under a wild fig-tree, made use of a rod cut from the tree
for a certain purpose, perhaps to beat each other with, and
offered the milky juice of the tree in sacrifice to Juno
Caprotina, whose name appears to mean either the goddess
of the goat (caper) or the goddess of the wild fig-tree, for
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